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6 April Anno Domini 2003 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church of Emmett, Idaho  

Pastor Michael L. McCoy 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Dear Baptized, 

 

Time and again Jesus had said the words. When His mother came to Him with the news of the 

failing wine at the Wedding of Cana, Jesus' reply included the words, "My hour has not yet come" 

(John 2:4). When His own people sought to arrest Him, "no one laid hands on Him, because His 

hour had not yet come" (John 7:30). Later, as Jesus taught in the temple, telling those in attendance 

that He was the Light of the world and God Himself, no one could arrest "Him, because His hour 

had not yet come" (John 8:20). 

 

When the Son of God was born in Bethlehem, some Gentiles from the East, guided by the true Light, 

journeyed to Judea and asked to see the newborn King of the Jews. The Word takes them to 

Bethlehem where they see Jesus and worship Him. Now, at a time prior to the Feast of the Passover 

and after the Palm Sunday procession some Gentiles come for the feast and ask to see Jesus. 

Therefore, hearken your ears to the re-reading of a portion of the Gospel Reading for this day and 

hear of ... 

 

... "The Hour of God" 

 

"Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. So these came to Philip, 

who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, 'Sir, we wish to see Jesus.' Philip went and told 

Andrew; Andrew went with Philip and they told Jesus. And Jesus answered them, 'The hour has 

come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into 

the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.'" 

 

Thus far the Word of the LORD our God. 

 

From eternity the Son of God beholds the cross whereon He will be the atoning Sacrifice. He moves 

always in that direction ... from eternity into time ... from Bethlehem to Egypt ... from Galilee to 

Jerusalem ... from Palm Sunday and in the direction of Gethsemane, Golgotha and the grave. At this 

point in time He says, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified." This is the Hour of 

God. 

 

It may, at first, seem strange to think that, as Jesus began His suffering and His sin- atoning death, 

He was to be glorified. But "soli Deo gloria" - that is, "to God alone be the glory." The Son of Man 

is glorified both by His active obedience in both fulfilling the Law perfectly and by His passive 

obedience even as "He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross" 

(Philippians 2:8). The Hour of God is the time of His Life-giving death. 
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Jesus knew what He was would happen on the night when He was betrayed. In the Garden of 

Gethsemane He understood and felt, in body and soul, the weight of the hour that had come when 

there was placed upon Him the burden and cost of the world's iniquities. The sin of each person in 

this congregation today added to the suffering of His soul and increased the pangs of His body as the 

two were being rent asunder from top to bottom. Our Redeemer was altogether aware that the Hour 

of God was at hand and He would not be deterred from doing what He had been sent to accomplish, 

"Who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame" (Hebrews 12:2). 

 

"Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but 

if it dies, it bears much fruit." If a grain of wheat is left high upon a shelf, far above the earth below, 

then it will remain by itself. There will be nothing coming forth from the soil no matter how well the 

ground has been prepared by the Law. So will there be no one springing forth from this earth unless 

God Himself comes to us ... unless there be the Incarnation of Jehovah ... unless the Word becomes 

flesh. 

 

Thus the promised Seed of the woman, before He inhales His first breath of air, is buried deep in the 

dark womb of a Jewish maiden and thus the crucified Christ, after He exhales His last breath of air, 

is buried in the dark tomb of a fallen world. Just as the grain is placed into the ground and, as a result 

of this death, it brings forth a great harvest, so also the death and burial of the Savior will bring forth 

much fruit. Truly, the Hour of God is the time of His Life-giving death. It is finished for it was God's 

will that His Son be the perfect Sacrifice. "By that will we have been sanctified through the offering 

of the body of Jesus Christ once for all' (Hebrews 10:10). The Hour of God is in the past in that 

Christ died once for all. 

 

The Hour of God is in the future in that just as Christ is risen and because the grave could not hold 

Him, neither will it be able to hold those whom He calls His own. Thus, on the day of your death, at 

the end of this life, that moment will be the Hour of God when the benediction spoken on this earth 

serves as the prelude of Paradise. Though there is the separation of body and soul, when "the dust 

will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to God Who gave it" (Ecclesiastes 12:7), 

you will truly be with the angels and the archangels and all the company of heaven on the other side 

of the Lord's Table. 

 

The Hour of God was and will be. But is it only in the distant past and the unknown future; back 

2,000 years ago when Jesus' hour had come and ahead for us for ... well, for the Lord only knows 

how many more day until the Hour of God? By no means! Dear baptized, listen to this Good News: 

the Hour of God is the time of His Life-giving death and that hour is yours in Holy Baptism. You 

died when you were baptized. You were crucified with Christ and it is no longer you who live but 

Christ Who lives in you (Galatians 2:20). "Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized 

into Christ Jesus were baptized into His Death? ... Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we 

shall also live Him, knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more" (Romans 

6:3 & 8-9). 

 

But remember, it is not that you WERE baptized, but that the truth is that you ARE baptized. Thus 

you are living in the Hour of God which is a living in the time of His Life-giving death. In other 

words, "the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and repentance be drowned and die with all 

sins and evils desires, and that a new man should daily come forth and arise to live before God in 

righteousness and purity forever" (Luther's Small Catechism). 
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It should not surprise us then, that the Son of God spoke first of Baptism when He said, "All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore, as you are going, make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to treasure all things whatsoever I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 

always, even to the close of the age" (Matthew 28:18-20). When Jesus called His disciples, He 

invited them to follow Him. When repentant Jews came to hear the Word, they received this Good 

News with glad hearts and to their eternal benefit. When Greeks came to Philip and said, "Sir, we 

wish to see Jesus", they soon heard Christ speak the same words to follow Him. 

 

Then, as now and as has been down through the centuries and as we pray and work that it will 

continue to be to the last day, that Jew and Gentile, male and female, young and old have been 

brought to the Hour of God; that is, be baptized and forgiven in the Name of the Father and of the 

(+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


